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vice of the War. Hasdrubal, heing safely arriv'd at LHybceum, apply'd him-
self with diligence to Exercise and Discipline his Troops and his Elephants"
intending to spread his Army all over the Country, and to make himself
entire Master of the Field. As for the Romans, they were not without a very
sensible sorrow, when by those who had escap'd Shipwreck, they receiv'd au
account of the mighty loss they had sustain'd at Sea; nevertheless, being
deterrain'd not to yield the Advantage to the Enemy, they order'd a new
Fleet to be speedily built, to consist of Two Hundred and Twenty Sail;
which Fleet (a wonderful and incredible thing to relate) was compleatly
built and finished in the space of three Months; on which the new Consuls
Aulus AtiHuS) and 0. Cornelius speedily EmbarkM.; who, after having pass'd
the Streight) and touch'd at Messina, to take with them the Vessels t\at had
been sav'd in the late Storm, shap'd their Course for Palermo with a Naval
Army consisting of Three Hundred Sail, and forthwith sat down and besieg'd
that place, which then was the Capital City of the Carthaginians in Sicily.
They made their Attacks in two several places, and when their Works were
advanced to their Minds, they approach'd with their Engines of Battery, by
which, a Tower or Work standing near the Sea, was quickly, and without
much trouble, demolish'd; at which breach the Souldiers enter'd, and took
by Assault, and kept Possession of that quarter of the City calFd the New
Toum, whereby the place it self was put into manifest danger ; but the In-
habitants coming seasonably in to the Relief, they advanced no farther; so the
Consuls, after they had put a good Garrison into the place they had taken,
return'd back to Home. Early the next Summer the new Consuls, Q. Ser-
vilius, and 0. Sempronim, sail'd over to Sicily with all their Naval Power,
and from thence, soon after, stood for the Coast of AfricJc, where they made
several Descents, but performed nothing of moment; at length arriving at
the Island of the Lotophagy, which is likewise call'd Meninx, not far distant
from the lesser Syrti^ or JFlatts; here being unacquainted with the Coast,
their Fleet fell among the Sands, where their Vessels grounded, and stuck
fast, as if they had been a-shoar, and there remain'd t3l the Flood fetch'd
them off; when with great difficulty and hazard, throwing their Lumber
over-board, they made a shift to escape. From thence, like People flying
from an Enemy, they stood away for the Coast of Sicily; and after they had
doubled the Cape of LUylceum they got into the Port of Palermo. But from
thence steering their Course homeward, a Storm took them in the PJiare of
Messina, where, by a blind Obstinacy they were imbay'd, which Storm at-
tack'd them with such violence, that above an Hundred and Fifty of their
Ships miscarry'd. Things happening thus adverse to them by Sea, tho' the
Senate and People could not subdue their Thirst of Glory and Empire, never-
theless their Losses and Calamities, and the straits to which they were now
reduc'd, preyail'd with them to quit all farther attempts of trying their
Fortune by Sea; so they now totally abandon'd all thoughts of Naval Prepa-
rations, And determining to rely solely on their Land Armies, they dis-
patch'd the Consuls, L. Qadlius, and On. Furius to Sicily with the Legions,
alotting them only about Threescore Vessels whereon securely to Embark
and waft over the Army, their Baggage and Amunition. These Misfortunes
of the Homans much augmented the Carthaginian Glory and Fame in the
World, and gave a new Face to their Affairs. In a word, as the Roman*
had now yielded them up the Dominion of the Sea, it was no difficulty for
them to be entirely Masters there; nor were they without hopes of succeed-
ing in their Affairs by Land; nor did they reckon very wide of the matter,
for from the time of the defeat of the Jloman Army, by the assistance of the